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Summary Information 


Repository 
Title 

Dates 
Extent 
Language 


Abstract 


Preferred Citation 


[Title of item], [date of item], 


The Irene Lewisohn Costume 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


The Costume Institute's Irene Lewisohn Costume Reference Library 
Bal Oriental scrapbook, 1969 

1969 

2.0 Item(s) : One scrapbook, one set of oversized sketches 

English 


The collection consists of a blank oversized notebook into which have 
been pasted both original and photoreproduced sketches of costumes, 

hair ornaments, and coiffures designed for specific invitees to the 1969 
Bal Oriental, given by Baron Alexis de Redé in his apartments at Paris’s 
Hotel Lambert. Attached to some of the sketches are swatches of fabrics 
and trims used in the designs. Oversized sketches are housed in a separate 
portfolio. 


Box [number], Folder [number], Bal Oriental Scrapbook, 
Reference Library at The Costume Institute, The 
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Historical note 


On December 5, 1969, Baron Alexis de Redé (see Biographical note) hosted four 
hundred guests at one of the twentieth century’s most visually extravagant costume balls, 
given at his apartments in the 1640 Hótel Lambert, on Paris's Ile Saint-Louis. Similarly 
to couturier Paul Poiret, who had organized the Scheherazade-inspired ball Les mille et 
deuxičme nuits fifty years earlier, de Redé chose an exotic theme: “Oriental” fantasy as 
filtered through an aristocratic European and 1960s fashion sensibility. 


Planning for the ball began in March 1969, and invitations were sent eight months in 
advance. The event's designers Jean-Frangois Daigre and Florian Rybar (see Biographical 
note) matched various guests with appropriate couturiers to design and fabricate their 
unique costumes, including the host dressed by Pierre Cardin as a Mughal prince. A 
life-size pair of papier-máché elephants - last-minute substitutes for live animals - and 
parasol-bearing servants greeted guests entering the Hotel Lambert's courtyard. The 
hotel’s grand staircase was illuminated by “Nubian” attendants holding lit torches. In the 
hotel's Hercules gallery partygoers were greeted by Baron de Redé, surrounded by giant 
Chinese automata that played the lute, smelled flowers, smoked, played with a spool, 
and held bowls filled with live goldfish. The food, which was continually replenished so 
as always to appear untouched, included foie gras, shrimp, miniature cucumbers, lamb 
chops, and coffee ice-cream, along with "Oriental" touches including Turkish delight, 
loukoum, and salads served in pineapples. 


Women's Wear Daily's Paris bureau described the event as "The last big blanket-burning 
of the rich, Truman Capote's Black and White Masked Ball, looked like a Halloween 
Party in Beverly Hills compared to this spectacular," and quoted British designer Hardy 
Amies's description of the event as “Pre-Guillotine.” 


Biographical note 


Baron Alexis de Redé, nee Dickie Rosenberg (1922-2004), is considered among the 
foremost hosts of the twentieth century, recreating a court" around himself in the mid- 
century made up of figures from the highest echelons of society. Under the protection 
of millionaire Arturo Lopez-Wilshaw, the Swiss-born noble but impoverished de Redé 
entered post-war Parisian society where important influences on him included interior 
decorator Elsie de Wolfe (Lady Mendl), composer Francis Poulenc, and art patron 
Marie-Laure de Noailles. Through balls hosted by de Redé in the 1940s and 1950s, 

he championed and publicized the work of fashion designers including Yves Saint 
Laurent and Pierre Cardin by introducing them to important clients. He continued to 
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host extravagant and much documented events with the participation and support of 
Baron Guy and Marie-Héléne de Rothschild. Most notable of these were the Proust and 
Surrealist balls held in the 1970s at the de Rothschild’s Chateau de Ferriéres outside 
Paris, where guests included Andy Warhol, Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton, and the 
Duchess of Windsor. 


Jean-Francois Daigre (1919-1990) began his career as assistant to theatrical designer 
Jacques Dupont. Hired by Christian Dior in the mid-1950s, Daigre designed innovative 
textiles, packaging, and store décor including window displays for the couturier. His 
work for the house continued with Yves Saint Laurent after Dior’s death. In 1968 he 
collaborated with Valerian Rybar on a party, a year in the planning, for over 1,000 guests 
on the 200-acre estate of the Antenor Patinos outside Lisbon. 


Yugoslav-born Valerian Rybar (1936-1992) began his career with New York retailer 
Lord & Taylor. His designs for opera singer Jarmila Novotny brought him to the attention 
of Elizabeth Arden, who hired him to design product packaging and window displays 

for her showrooms. He first gained design notice for his interior décor for the Antenor 
Patinos' Portuguese estate, leading to his 1968 collaboration with Daigre on the couple’s 
extravagant ball. 


Daigre and Rybar’s New York- and Paris-based firm Valerian Rybar & Daigre Design 
Corporation was renowned for providing the most lavish interior design and decorating 
for society doyennes from Miami Beach to Marakkesh in the 1970s and 1980s. It was 
closed following Rybar’s death in 1992. 


Scope and Contents 


The collection consists of a blank oversized notebook into which have been pasted 
both original and photoreproduced sketches of costumes, hair ornaments, and coiffures 
designed for specific invitees to the 1969 Bal Oriental, given by Baron Alexis de Redé 
in apartments at Paris’s Hotel Lambert. Attached to some of the sketches are swatches 
of fabrics and trims used in the designs. Oversized sketches are housed in a separate 
portfolio. 


Designers and illustrators represented in the sketchbook include celebrity hair stylist 
Alexandre de Paris (Louis Alexandre Raimon) and renowned wigmakers and hairdressers 
Maria and Rosy Carita for Carita, Paris; couturiers Pierre Balmain, Marc Bohan for Dior, 
Pierre Cardin, Jules-Frangois Crahay for Lanvin, Hubert de Givenchy, Jacques Pinturier, 
Yves Saint Laurent, Philippe Venet, and Eli Zabaleta. Designs by these and others were 
specifically made for guests attending the Bal Oriental. Invitations were received by 

the cream of 1960s café society, jetsetters, and European aristocracy including Princess 
Margarethe and Prince Henrik of Denmark, the Aga Khan and Begum Aga, Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor, Princesse de Polignac, Condesa de Romanones, Contessa Consuelo 
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Crespi, Countess Dudley; members of the David-Weill, de Heeren, de Ribes, Guinness, 
Rothschild, and Schlumberger families among hundreds of other notables from the 
worlds of finance, politics, fashion, and elite tastemaking. 


Administrative Information 


Conditions Governing Access note 


The collection is open for research; materials are stored offsite and advance notice of 48 
hours is required. 


Conditions Governing Use note 


Copyright restrictions apply. Consult Irene Lewisohn Costume Reference Library staff 
regarding permission to quote or reproduce. 


Provenance 


The scrapbook may have been amassed by event designers Daigre and Rybar to 
document their choices of designer/customer pairings in preparation for Bal Oriental. 
Handwriting on the cover appears similar to that of Vogue editor Diana Vreeland, who 
received from Baron Redé in July 1969 permission for the magazine to photograph 
the event. No documentation exists of how it came to be in the collections of the Irene 
Lewisohn Costume Reference Library of the Costume Institute. 


Related Materials 


Related Materials in the Costume Institute's Collections 


Many of the designers who created outfits for ball guests are represented in the Costume 
Institute’s collection, including Balmain, Bohan, Cardin, Givenchy, St. Laurent, and 
Venet. 


Among the outfits worn at the event now in the collection are an Yves Saint Laurent 
evening dress composed of bird of paradise feathers hand-stitched to a pale beige 

silk organza ground worn by Pauline de Rothschild (1983.619.1a,b). Other attendees 
including the Duchess of Windsor, Consuelo Crespi, Mme. David-Weill, and Rodman 
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de Heeren are represented in the collection by garments they wore and/or donated to the 
Costume Institute. 


Indexing Terms 


Genres and Forms of Materials 


* Drawings (Visual works). 
* Fashion drawing. 

e Scrapbooks 

e Swatches. 

e Watercolors (paintings) 


Subjects - People 


e Balmain, Pierre -- Pictorial works 

e Cardin, Pierre, 1922- -- Pictorial works 

* Rede, Alexis, baron de, 1922-2004 -- Pictorial works 
* Saint Laurent, Yves -- Pictorial works 

e Venet, Philippe -- Pictorial works 


Subjects - Topics 


* Balls (Parties) -- France -- History -- 20th century 
* Fashion design -- France -- Paris -- History -- 20th century 
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Collection Inventory 


Box 
1 Scrapbook. 1969 
2 Oversized sketches. 1969 
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